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CHANGE CAN BE DIFFICULT 
Written by Connie Troska,  

First Lutheran Church Council Vice President

“Take the first step in faith. You don’t have to see the whole staircase, just take the first step.”   
~ Martin Luther Jr. 

“Take the first step in faith…” When I first read this, I thought, this really 
describes our journey right now.  Pastor Mike has been a role model for all 
of us for more than three decades and we can honor him in his retirement 
by appreciating his leadership and embracing the change we are about to 
begin. We, as a congregation and a community, will forever be grateful for 
Pastor Mike’s servant leadership, friendship, and guidance.  

Change can be difficult. Churches in particular tend to resist change 
because they get trapped by the comfort of past success, practices, and 
traditions. Change takes an incredible amount of wisdom, patience, and 
plain old courage and grit. 

As the First Lutheran Church Council has been discussing the coming 
changes for our congregation, there are some things we would like you to 
keep in mind.  

No Change Is Perfectly Executed - No matter how well-planned change is, how good it looks on 
paper, or how much sense it makes in our heads, it is not always going to go the way we think it’s 
going to go. There are going to be surprises. Somethings are going to take more time. Some things 
are going to cost more. Some things are going to be more difficult than planned. The point is - we all 
need to be flexible. 

Communication Is Key - During the changes, we will do our best to communicate what is happening. 
Watch for Facebook posts, and updates to the website (stephenflc.com). Remember there are many 
of you and few of us. Have patience, we’re pretty new at navigating this also.   

Everyone Carries Two Buckets - I found this in looking through some articles for inspiration for this 
article. “Everyone carries around two buckets with them: a bucket of water and a bucket of gasoline. 
One fuels change, and the other puts it out. Water fuels change because it douses the fire of 
resistance. Gasoline puts change out because it fuels the fire of resistance.”  
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There are going to be situations that are going to make individuals think “Well, that’s not the way we 
do it here.” Resist the temptation to put fuel on the fire of resistance. 

This Isn’t Easy - Jesus may pave the way for us, but we have to do the work. Change is hard, and it 
takes time. Patience will help us all.  

As this newsletter is being printed, you have noticed that we have had a guest lay minister. Tim 
Petersen from Lancaster will be with us for a few more weeks as we transition to an interim lay 
minister. Marilyn Grandstrand will begin services on August 22. Marilyn will be with us as we begin our 
search for a permanent minister.  Marilyn has been authorized by the Synod to officiate Sunday 
services with communion, weddings, funerals, and baptisms. While the details are still being finalized, 
she will have office hours and will be available to the congregation.  

When you have the opportunity, be sure to thank Tim for his service to us during July and August and 
welcome Marilyn as we begin this journey.  

 
~ Thank You to the Petersons and Krouliks for taking care of the church lawn for 
the month of July. 
 
~ Thank you to the lay readers, the videographers, ushers, acolytes, and the 
organists who make the worship services possible.  And Thank You to all the 
other behind the scenes volunteers who keep the church functioning daily. 

 
 

 
 

Member News 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 

Marcus Heras, Bryce Nelson, Jenny Johnson, Ed Heggen, Roy Ohman, Sandie Rud, Jim Brinkman, 
Wally Vagle, Kay Kroulik, Brooklyn Poe, Jim Jarshaw, Pat Kroulik, Myra Opp, James Parker, Shane 
Reuille, Virginia Field, and for those deployed; Benjamin Hendricks, Luke Thompson, and for all those 
who are in need but are not listed here. 

 
THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE 

• Ben Hendricks, son of Brian & Jean Hendricks, Naval Base San Diego 

• Todd Jensen, son of David & Penny Jensen 
• John Johnson, son of Roger & Jane Smidt 

• William Kotts, brother of Garry Kotts                                            

• Luke Thompson, son-in-law of Garry & Sharon Kotts 

• Kelsey Schendel, niece of Pr. Mike 

• Please remember all our service men & women in prayer. 
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DO YOU HAVE NEWS TO SHARE? 

We are always looking for member news to share and hope to hear from you if you have some 
exciting news you would like to share with other members.  Maybe it is a new child-grandchild-
great grandchild, wedding, baptism, or birth in your family that you would like others to know 
about.  We would also like to hear from former members including those who grew up at FLC 

and have transferred their membership to other churches. 

EMAILS & CELL PHONE NUMBERS NEEDED 
We are adding/updating email addresses and cell phone numbers to the church’s database.  
Please send your contact information to firstl@wiktel.com.  Many e-mails and phone numbers 
have changed or need to be added since this was last done. 

 
Church News 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 
As you read in Connie's message elsewhere in this newsletter, the council has approved Marilyn 
Grandstrand's contract to be First Lutheran's interim Synodical Authorized Minister (SAM).  Her term 
will begin August 16th, 2021 and run through August 15th, 2022 (unless we are able to call an 
ordained minister before then).  She will have office hours of Tuesdays and Fridays, 9am to 4pm, with 
her remaining hours spent on worship prep, outreach, confirmation, etc... Her first day in the office will 
be Tuesday, August 17th and her first Sunday in the pulpit will be Sunday, August 22nd.  Please help 
make her feel welcome.  Plans are in the works to have a meet and greet after she gets settled.  In the 
meantime, we will do our best to keep everyone informed as this transition occurs. 
 
Tim Peterson, SAM from Lancaster, will be our pulpit supply August 1, 8 and 15th and we will hold 
communion on our normal first and third Sundays during that time.  Please thank him when you see 
him as he does a wonderful job! 
 
We will continue to hold in-person services with FaceBook Live also an option.  August 1st will be the 
first "official" coffee and fellowship held after services.  Servant group leaders have been notified, so 
check your mailboxes for any updates during your serving month.  Plans are also in the works for 
Harvest Festival (with a twist).  More information on that to follow.   
 
Many questions have been asked about our confirmation and Wednesday school programs.  Council 
is working on both and information will be shared when details are finalized. 
 
Remember to keep using your best judgement....stay home if you are sick, wash your hands and allow 
a little extra space between each other.  Be proud of the congregation we all belong to...it has been an 
interesting 18 months, but we have all pulled together and I believe we are stronger in person and in 
faith for it. 
 
Thank you. 
Deanna Swendseid, Council President -- 218.478.4192 

mailto:firstl@wiktel.com
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FIRST COMMUNION 
Pastor Mike’s last 1st Communion Class received 
their First Communion on Sunday, July 18th.  
Pictured below with Pastor Mike are Jace 
McMahon, Kory McMahon, Liam McMahon, and 
Kinley Parker.  Kinley is the daughter of James & 
Holly Parker and Jace, Kory & Liam are the sons 
of Justin & Krissy McMahon. 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 
8/09–- Martha/Ruth Circle 
8/10—Quilting 
8/10--Quilting 
 
MARTHA/RUTH CIRCLE 
Martha/Ruth Circle will meet in August for Bible Study.   We will be meeting Monday, August 
9, 2021, at 7:00 pm at Church.  Our hostess is Jan Anderson. The Bible Study will be 
presented by Jane Smidt based on scripture-related lessons from the former Andy Griffith 
television show.  Social distancing observed. 
                                                                                             
FIRST LUTHERAN NEW BIBLE PROGRAM 
 
12 Minutes a Day. 
That's the time it takes to read the ENTIRE Bible in one year. 
It's a small daily habit that has ripple effects throughout the day, week, month, and year. 
Carving out time for intentional Bible study brings focus, peace, and perspective to our days. 
 
12 Minutes of Bible study can change the entire tone of the day. 
It's a time to PAUSE. 
It's a time to REMEMBER what is really important. 
It's a time to BUILD positive momentum for the day. 
     
First Lutheran has invested in a program that breaks down the Bible into weekly reading plans 
- different chapters or verses each day.  This plan follows the Bible in chronological order, so 
you won't be reading it from start to finish; but moving around as events happened.   
Each month of plans will be sent out in the monthly newsletter and there will also be sheets 
located in the brochure rack just inside the East door for those that may not receive the 
newsletter or would like an extra set for a friend.  Join us as we read the Bible together as a 
congregation/ community.   
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BULLETIN SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE 
You may have noticed that the Sunday Bulletin is sponsored occasionally in honor or memory 
of family members.  Past sponsorships have included honoring birthdays, deaths, weddings, 
births, and more. These sponsorships are $20.  Contact the office if you would like to become 
a sponsor. 
 
YOUTH PRINTER INK AND TONER RECYCLE PROGRAM 
The program for printer ink and toner has been updated and changed.  There are several of 
the printer inks and toners that are no longer accepted.  Brands of toner accepted include: 
Brother, HP, Cannon and Lexmark.  The ink jet brands accepted include:  Canon, 
Epson, Hasler Neo Post, Lexmark, and HP.  We will no longer be recycling cell phones until 
further notice. You can drop off the used cartridges at First Lutheran Church.  Funds go to the 
youth group. 
 
YOUTH CELLPHONE RECYCLE PROGRAM 
We will again be recycling certain cell phones. Smartphones, cell phones, iPads, tablets, 
Kindles, iPods, Apple Watches and MacBook, regardless of age or condition will be 
accepted.  Please drop off your phones at the church, there is a cupboard in the front entry 
you can leave them in.  Proceeds will go to the FLC Youth. If you have any questions, please 
call: First Lutheran Church or Michelle Weberg at 478-4543. 
                                                                                                                    
LOOSE CHANGE 
The Loose Change canister will be available by the East Door for the loose change offering 
each month.  August’s Loose Change offering has been designated to Marshall County Social 
Services Backpack Project. If you drop your loose change offering in the Secretary office door 
slot, please mark for loose change.  Loose Change will also be collected on the third (3rd) 
Sunday of each month. 
 
SUMMER MOWING 
The sign-up calendar is now on the white board in the back of the sanctuary.  Please stop by 
and choose your week or weeks to keep our church grounds tidy. 
 
ALTAR COMMITTEE                        
Please remember we will need to be changing the paraments and filling the candles like usual 
as before the pandemic.  Communion is now back to “normal”.  We will continue to serve 
communion the first and third Sundays of the month, pre-covid style.  Altar committee 
members will set up communion on the altar; we are not using the table any longer.  
Thank you. 
 
DOOR FUND 
A Door Fund has been set up to replace the arched doors and the side door in the front 
entrance of the Church.  The doors have been ordered and will tentatively be installed before 
winter.  You may continue to make donations or memorials to this fund.  
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FREENOTES HARMONY PARK 

 Three instruments have been ordered and should arrive very soon.  Once they arrive, we will 
need help installing them.  They will be placed on the south side of the church and will be 
available for the community to use.  If you are interested in helping with the install, please 
contact Betsy Jensen via text or phone at 218-689-5375. 

SCHOOL KITS 
 

It’s that time of the year.  The school supplies are in stores now. 
 
The School Kit list is on the table in the fellowship hall.  Please bring your new(unused) items 
to the tote. 
SOME IMPORTANT GUIDELINES TO REMEMBER 

• Please give new items only. 

• Please do not donate items with any religious symbols, messages or your group’s name. 

• Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. flag, patriotic or military symbols, or references to 
the armed forces, including camouflage.  

• Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed.  

• Do not enclose the kit or any of its contents in plastic bags.  

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH SCHOOL KIT 

FOUR 70-sheet spiral notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper, approximately 8” x 10 ½”; no loose-leaf 
paper 

*ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other 

ONE pencil sharpener 

*ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well) 

FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band 

FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band 

ONE box of 16 crayons 

ONE 2 ½” eraser 

 
ONE sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag, approximately 14” x 17” with shoulder straps (no 
standard backpacks) 

 
*We could use a few scissors and rulers but have a lot left from last year. 
 
In our changing times, items can be bought online at Walmart, Target, Dollar Tree, etc.  If you want to 
give a monetary donation, Ellen Anton will do the shopping for you.  Questions can be sent to 
ellenanton@hotmail.com or 478-2759. 
 

 

 
 

mailto:ellenanton@hotmail.com
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 PERSONAL CARE KITS 
 
 
The Personal Care Kit list is on the table in the fellowship hall.  Please bring your new 
(unused) items to the tote. 

SOME IMPORTANT GUIDELINES TO REMEMBER 

• Be sure to shop for light- or medium-weight towels, which are easier for kit recipients to 
hand wash and air dry, take up less storage space and are considerably less expensive 
than the fluffier towels we may prefer to use. 

• Please give new items only. 
• Please do not donate items with any religious symbols, messages or your group’s 

name. 
• Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. flag, patriotic or military symbols, 

or references to the armed forces, including camouflage.  
• Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed.  
• All items should be new and in good condition.  
• Do not enclose the kit or any of its contents in plastic bags.  

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH PERSONAL CARE KIT 

ONE light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27”), dark color 
recommended 

TWO or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping 

ONE adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging* 

ONE sturdy comb, remove packaging 

ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove packaging 

 
* Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an individual toothbrush in a business-size 
envelope; no plastic bags or wrap. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

THRIVENT MEMBERS 
Are you throwing away $500 a year? 

  Thrivent members have the opportunity, to use this money to help local or national causes. 
Questions? Contact Ellen Anton or Staci Winge 
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SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY 

First Lutheran Church 
Parental/Guardian Consent Form 

 
This parental consent form is to both inform you and to request permission for your children’s video/photo/image and 
personally identifiable information to be published on the congregation’s newsletter, bulletin, Facebook page, website, or 
other social media outlets and publications.  
As you are aware, there are potential dangers associated with the posting of personally identifiable information on a web site 
since global access to the Internet does not allow us to control who may access such information. These dangers have 
always existed; however, we as a congregation do want to celebrate your children and their work.  
The law requires that we ask for your permission to use information about your child(ren). Pursuant to law, we will not 
release any personally identifiable information without prior written consent from you as parent or guardian.  
Personal identifiable information includes student names, video, photo or image, residential addresses, e-mail addresses, 
and phone numbers. If you, as the parent or guardian, wish to rescind this agreement, you may do so at any time in writing 
by sending a letter to First Lutheran Church, PO Box 72, Stephen, MN 56757 and such rescission will take effect upon 
receipt.  
 
Check one of the following choices:  
 

I/We GRANT permission for this/these child(ren) to be video-taped/photographed and for their image and all other 
personal identifiers listed above to be published on the congregation’s website, newsletter, bulletin, Facebook page, 
or other social media outlets and publications.  
I/We DO NOT GRANT permission for video/photos/images that include this/these child(ren) to be published on the 
congregation’s website, newsletter, bulletin, Facebook page, or other social media outlets and publications.  
 

Print name of Youth/Child(ren):  __________________________________________________________  

Print name of Parent/Guardian:  __________________________________________________________   

Signature of Parent/Guardian:  ___________________________________________________________  

Relationship to Youth/Child(ren):  _________________________________________________________  

Date:  ______________________________________________________________________________  

For more information/questions, please contact Connie Troska at ctroska@wiktel.com or 218-991-2576  

 

 

 

 

 



 

© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757 
9 

 

 The First Perspective                                                                                  August  2021 

 

The Bencke Family in Japan 

July 2021: 88番 

 
Hello friends, family, partners in mission, 
 
It is the homestretch of June, and the chirping/crying/blasting noise of the cicadas wakes us up 
at 5:30am, so it must be summer!  there are only five more weeks of classes until we are able 
to enjoy a few weeks of summer break.  Meanwhile, it's been a mild rainy season and the heat 
and humidity are remaining stable in the upper 80's and lower 90's, so I'm thankful. 
 
Attached are just a few little thoughts and updates.   We always enjoy hearing a word from you 
as well.   Are your congregations transitioning to "normal" activities and operations, or are 
there still restrictions?  We are still not doing communion yet (we were able to do it on Easter 
but that was right before the clamp down on a COVID surge that hit us at the end of 
April).   Nevertheless, as we hear each week, "We wait in joyful hope for the coming of our 
Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ."   Joyful and Hopeful.   I try to keep these words on my lips 
even if they aren't easily contained in my heart at all times. 
 
Peace and prayers for a peaceful summer. 
Jackie and the Bencke clan 
Jacqueline Bencke 
Director of Sacred Music 
Kyushu Lutheran College 
Kumamoto-shi Kita-ku 
Kurokami 3-12-16 
860-8520 
Japan 

 

                                                      
Years ago, when we were first married, Patrick and I were 
thrilled when a video store opened near our place here in 
Kumamoto.   This was before DVDs and WAAAY before 
Netflix.  It was a big deal that we could rent 3 whole 
episodes of “Ally McBeal” on one video cassette.  We 
would search for other older films, knowing that nothing 
that had come out in the previous 3 years would be 
available in Japan yet.   
 
There were films that were incredibly hard to find, though.  This is because often the films 
have different names in Japanese than the English rendering.  To give a few recent examples, 
Frozen is called “Anna and the Snow Queen” in the Japanese language.  The movie Up is 
called “Old Man Carl’s Flying Sky-Flying House.”  Sister Act is called “Love Song to the 
Angels.”  Napolean Dynamite is called “Bus Man.” On the flip side, the Japanese film called (in 
Japanese) Seaside Diary is called “Our Little Sister” in English. 

My image of sardines 

Japanese image of sardines 
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Why did the films get renamed?  It has to do with nuance and shading.  So many English 
expressions and idioms have no direct or even close-to-direct translation in Japanese.  I 
remember trying to tell a fellow teacher that my class felt like a can of sardines, with everyone 
squished together and crowded.   That teacher didn’t understand the reference, because 
sardines are sold in Japan lined up in a neat row, so the image is “neatly organized,” not 
“crammed together.”  Thus, the expression just didn’t translate well. One of my favorite 

Japanese expressions is “Ni-kai-kara-megurusi,” 二階から目薬、literally, “Second Story Eye 

Drops.”  It means “pointless,” as in trying to have someone put eye drops in your eyes from the 
second floor. 
  
Imagine, now, trying to explain Jesus’ gospel message, when the word that is used for sin 
means “crime.”  Japanese people are incredibly law-abiding and very enculturated to follow 
the rules.   How can they be guilty of sin (crime)?  The parables and myths of western thought, 
Aristotelian logic and Abrahamic law are not part of Japanese history.   What can missionaries 
do to proclaim the gospel?   We seek every way possible to communicate it in a way that 
makes sense.  We find the stories that have the message.   We find the artwork that speaks to 
the Japanese aesthetic.   We find music that has its DNA in Japanese history.  And slowly, 
slowly, slowly, we proclaim the good news.  
Back to in-person classes 
 
Japan continues to be in a difficult position regarding the spread of COVD-19.   
Kumamoto was just released from strict protocols for being out and about.   The 
college where Patrick and I work was online from the end of April until just this past 
week, when we returned to classes.   It is good to see students again, even with masks!  
 
We were scheduled to return to the United States for a home assignment in 2020.   However, 
due to the travel restrictions in place, all ELCA travel was cancelled.   This has continued for 
2021, so there will be no home assignment this year either.  Japan continues to have 
incredibly severe travel restrictions for non-citizens like ourselves, and I imagine this will 
continue to be the case through the fall, until the Olympics are over and until vaccinations are 
available to all adults.  Currently only those who are 75 and older are eligible to receive the 
vaccine. 
 
Family updates 
 
Our daughter, Emilie, successfully completed her first year at St. Olaf college. She was awarded a 
fellowship with the CURI program to help translate materials and prepare them for inclusion in a 
textbook that will deal with sustainable agriculture practices in Japan and the U.S. 
Home assignment: 
 
Hannah is in junior high now and likes the increased socialization of this season of life. She joined the 
track team right away and seems to enjoy running up and down the hill 15 times on hundred-degree 
days.  She’s still young.  
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Patrick is remaining healthy one year after his fourth heart ablation surgery.  Continued monitoring 
with a cardiologist he likes, and respects very much is contributing to a good recovery, I think.  He and 
I even take walks together when the weather is cooperative! 
 
Jackie continues to serve at the college in music and English teaching capacities.  Her PhD studies 
are almost halfway done, with just a couple of classes and writing the dissertation looming large. She 
recommends making sure there’s plenty of [insert vice] on hand if anyone plans to juggle parenting, 
work, and a terminal degree. 

 
Meditation:  Recently we had an infestation of caterpillars on some of the flowers I had planted. 
They totally decimated the plants, and I was pretty upset. I got my can of bug killer spray.  
However, I thought to myself, “These are bugs that crawl around from day to day in the dirt and 
dust, are threatened by many natural predators, and really have no way of protecting 
themselves. They don’t seem particularly anxious about their predicament.”  Considering this 
for a bit and pondering the caterpillars’ enviable ability to not care about their vulnerabilities, I 
thought it wasn’t so evil that with all they have to endure, they simply ate something that was 
probably luxuriously delicious. My thoughts softened with that small thought of mercy and 
turned to wonder. I wonder if they knew that they have a grand destiny, a destiny built into their 
DNA, that after feeding on my chrysanthemums, that they would disappear and come back 
transformed into something beautiful (one of those gigantic black butterflies with an iridescent 
blue circle on their wings).  It reminded me that my luxurious meals should consist more of 
Scripture, so that I might also be transformed into that which God wills for my DNA. 
 
“Do not conform to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing and perfect will.”   

Romans 12:2 
 

Some of the prayers of our hearts…  
 
Thank you, Lord, for your servants in Japan, especially those who are moving to different areas 
or starting school in different places. We ask for your hand of compassion and peace to be 
upon each of them as they adjust to their new placements and assignments.   May their 
transitions be smooth, and may they be received in their new homes with grace and warm 
hospitality. 
 
Lord, we beckon you to bring us rest from all the burdens we are asked to bear.  May we 
remember that our ministries are an act of love and worship, and that in whatever capacity we 
serve – our families, friends, jobs, church – that our purpose is to make each of those things 
an offering to you. 
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Please check the Lay Readers Sign Up sheet and add your name if you are willing to serve in 
this capacity.   
Thank you to all the Lay Reader who have contributed their reading talents during the last 
three months including: 

 
Nona Carl               Jane Smidt             Patsy Heggen 

 Kris Ann Pietruszewski           Mike Douglas             Melanie McGlynn          
 

If you haven’t been a Lay Reader in the past, find out what is involved by talking to Pastor 
Mike or Pat.  It is a great service opportunity that doesn’t take much time. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

Each week, we lift up rostered ministers, congregations, and ministries. 
The synod staff prays for them in their weekly staff meeting and asks that you remember them 
in your own daily prayer. 
  
Congregations 

Zion Lutheran Church, Oklee 

Zion Lutheran Church, Olso 

Zion Lutheran Church, Thief River Falls 

Zion Lutheran Church, Twin Valley 

Zion Lutheran Church, Viking 

Zion Lutheran Church, Browerville 

 

 

Partners in Ministry 

Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church (AELC) of India 

Northwest Minnesota Synod News 

Rostered Ministers/SAMs  

Pr. John Martinson (Margaret "Mikki") [retired] 

Pr. Mark Mathews (Rebecca) 

Pr. Wesley Mathre (Carole) [retired] 

Pr. James McBride [retired] 

Pr. Jeffrey McCracken (Susan) 

Pr. Maribeth McGoven 

 

https://nwmnsynod.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f52e21d74e22a27bb1c260f9d&id=d62a14d371&e=4e15ae44c5
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SERVANT LISTS 

 

ACOLYTES/USHERS: 
Please note the dates that you are scheduled to acolyte/usher for Sunday Worship. 
If you are not able to serve that Sunday, please find a substitute and notify the office, 
(478-3895) by Thursday of the change so that the bulletin can be printed with the 
correct names.  Thank You. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
AUGUST  ANNIVERSARIES 

 
            08/02             Leonard (Stub) & Ingrid Bazey                                       
            08/02             Kyle & Paige Pietruszewski                          
            08/04             Loren & Kristie Hoeper                                         
            08/11             Mark & Beth Kroulik                                    
            08/28             Chris & Angie Mills 

 
AUGUST   BIRTHDAYS 

 
 08/03 Mia Curry 08/17 Chris McGlynn                                                                                                        
 08/03  Seth McGregor  08/18  Jessica Rogus                      
 08/04 Charlotte Rogus  08/19 Kylee Elizabeth Clausen                                                                                                                                        
    08/05 Jim Klitzke  08/19  Jerome Hoper 
 08/06 Bob Dammann  08/26  Larry Nybladh 
 08/07 Matthew Benson  08/28  Steven Widner 
 08/09  Bruce Hamnes  08/29  Steve McGlynn                                                                                              
 08/11  Chase Hyrnyshyn  08/31 Neil McGlynn 
           08/14 Ethan McGregor  08/31  Clara Rogus 

 
 

USHERS & ACOLYTES  

Date Acolytes Ushers  

08/01 Emma Korynta & 
Kristen McGregor 

Dave & Alana 
McGlynn 

 

08/08 Shay Setterholm & 
Anders Thompson 

Bruce & Aase 
Hamnes 

 

08/15 Bryanna Nelson & 
Ava Weisenberger 

Nona Carl & Marilee 
Marty 

 

08/22 Olivia Winge & 
Madison 
Woinarowicz 

Gannon & Chrissy 
Nelson 

 

08/29 Bryn Benitt & Lillian 
Douglas 

Kris Ann 
Pietruszewski & 
Jessica Rogus 

 

COFFEE SERVERS 

Leader: Nona Carl 
08/01 Pat & Kenny Heggen, Mark & Laura 

McGregor 

08/08 Jess & Paul Rogus Family 

08/15 Nona Carl, Nina Platt 

08/22 Nic Thompson, Krissy & Justin McMahon 

08/29 Steve & Michelle Weberg, Peggy Noel 
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JULY MEMORIALS 
Aaron Bazey  

 Kathy & Charles Labine Door Fund 
Sherry Kapella  

 Geoffrey & Deanna Swendseid Door Fund 
Lorna Jensen  

 Steven & Melanie McGlynn FreeNotes Harmony Park 
 Kenneth & Barbara Peterson FreeNotes Harmony Park 

Kathryn Gudajtes 
 Steven & Melanie McGlynn FreeNotes Harmony Park 

Judy Rivard  
 Steven & Melanie McGlynn FreeNotes Harmony Park 

Kate Friederichs  
 Pr. Mike & Karen Schendel Door Fund 
 Penny Jensen Door Fund 

Richard Gatheridge 
 John & Shawna Peterson Door Fund 
 Susan Bravatto Door Fund 

Phyllis Sunsdahl  
 John & Shawna Peterson Door Fund 
 Susan Bravatto Door Fund 
 Pr. Mike & Karen Schendel Door Fund 

In Honor of Pr. Mike Schendel 
 Arleen Raffanti Door Fund 

Bonnie Risius  
 Kenneth & Barbara Peterson FreeNotes Harmony Park 

 
 

First Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
June 30, 2021 

Member Present: Deanna Swendseid, Melanie McGlynn, Shawna Peterson, Jessica Rogus, Gannon 
Nelson, Krissy McMahon, Kelsey Anderson, Connie Troska, Al Anton, and Betsy Jensen. 

Also in attendance, Pastor Mike, Ellen Anton, and Pat Heggen. 

President Deanna called the meeting to order. 

Devotions read by Deanna.  

Motion by Kelsey to accept the resignation of Adam Kuznia as council secretary and appoint Shawna 
Peterson to the council secretary position, second by Melanie. All in favor, motion carried. 

Secretary’s report:  Motion by Jess to accept the June 2, 2021, minutes, second by Al. All in favor, 
motion carried. 

Treasurer’s report: Monthly offerings for June totaled $7,368.00. All the bills have been paid. Motion 
by Krissy to accept the Treasurer’s report, second by Kelsey.  All in favor, motion carried. 

Membership changes:  
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  Transfers In: Brian Halfmann 

Committee reports  

Deacons: Pastor Mike Schendel’s last day of preaching at First Lutheran church will be July 18, 2021. 

The Deacons have arranged pulpit supply for July 25th. Other plans regarding Pastor Mike’s retirement 
will be addressed under New Business. 

Trustees: The tentative shipping day for the new front doors is August 23rd.  The trustees are working 
on getting the fire escape painted. 

Parish Education: Bible school went well. There was a great group of 15 students. 

Trust Fund: The Trust Fund committee will meet in early July. 

Stewardship: None. 

Old Business: The Northwest Minnesota Arts Council has awarded a $10,000.00 grant for the 

Freenotes Harmony Music Park. This is a matching grant; we must contribute a matching $10,000.00,  
to use this grant. Kelsey made a motion for Betsy Jensen to order instruments. The total amount spent 
on instruments and installation must be $20,000.00. Jessica seconded the motion. All in favor, motion 
carried. 

Council members were reminded to check their church mailboxes. 

A Vanco (on-line giving option) update was given. 

New Business: A discussion was held regarding the newsletter and bulletins formatting, content, and 

deadlines for submitting information to both. We will discuss changes, as needed, as we go forward. 

Gannon made a motion to accept Pastor Mike Schendel's resignation effective July 31, 2021, second 

by Betsy. Pastor Mike’s last Sunday service at First Lutheran will be July 18th; he will take vacation 
from July 19-31.  All in favor, motion carried. 

Deanna has been in contact with the Synod office to determine the steps we need to take following 
Pastor Mike’s retirement. Kathy Levenhagen (from the Synod office) will help with this process.  

We will help Pastor Mike celebrate his retirement and show our appreciation for his 36 years of service 

to First Lutheran with an open house reception at the Community Center on July 18th from 1:00-3:00.  

The council discussed ways to show our appreciation for Pastor Mike and all he has done for our 

church and the surrounding community. Betsy will investigate options. 

Connie gave an update on the camera situation. A power outage seems to have caused issues. They 
believe they have the problem resolved. 

Servant Groups will begin serving coffee after church in August. 

We will go back to four ushers per service starting in September. Ushers will go back to pre-pandemic 
duties. 

Melanie made a motion to adjourn, second by Connie. All in favor, motion carried. 

The next meeting will be August 4th at 8pm. 

 
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Shawna Peterson 
Church Council Secretary 
 



 

© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757 
16 

 

 The First Perspective                                                                                  August  2021 

 

 

 

Sunday 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  2 3 4 5 6 7 

                                                                           
22 

                             
111                           
11   3     3 

                                    

                     
222222222  2 2           
2        

                         
3          5                  
5 5 

                         
4 

9:00 AM –Worship 
Service w/ Holy 
Communion in-person & 
live on Facebook            

                                               

      

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

9:00 AM—Worship 
Service in-person & live 
on Facebook 

 

7:00 PM—
Martha/Ruth 
Circle at Church 

9:30 AM--
Quilting 

     

15                                        16 
 

17 18 19 20 21 

9:00 AM -- Worship 
Service w/ Holy 
Communion in-person & 
live on Facebook   

Loose Change Sunday* 

       

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

9:00 AM—Worship 
Service in-person & live 
on Facebook 

 9:30 AM--
Quilting 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29 30 31     

9:00 AM—Worship 
Service in-person & live 
on Facebook 

 

     

 

 

 

                                                                     

* Loose change  goes to 
Marshall County Social 
Services Backpack Project 

      



S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0 ,  I S S U E  3 O N L I N E  T R E N D S

Pastor Mike's Last Service



S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0 ,  I S S U E  3 O N L I N E  T R E N D S

Retirement Open House


