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It was about this time of the year 46 years ago. I was driving to Florida to
begin my internship at Garden of Peace Lutheran Church in St. Petersburg. It
was the longest trip I had taken by myself. It was exciting to see new
countryside, but also to think about what possibilities were ahead of me as I
began my year of internship! It was as if I couldn’t get there quick enough!
However, as I crossed the Florida state line, I began a raging tussle with
myself. For a few miles I was so excited about the possibilities, the new people
and the new insights on ministry which were awaiting me.
And then, in a split second, I switched to looking for a place I could turn
around and head back home to a safe place where I wouldn’t be surrounded by
so many unknowns. As I drove, these unknowns terrified me. I didn’t believe I
would be up to the task.
And, just that quickly, I was flooded once again with anticipation and
excitement for all which faced me in the coming year. There were so many
possibilities for learning, fun, and adventure.
And, once again, I found myself looking for a way to quickly turn my back on my concerns about if I
could meet the challenges of interning in a place about which I knew very little.
This battle continued back and forth all the way down I-75 until I turned in to the parking lot at the
church. From that point, I found myself learning how to deal with the new challenges and adapting to new ways
of doing ministry. And a year later, it had been a great year! For sure there were challenges and frustrations, but
there were also so many awesome opportunities, relationships, and memories I didn’t even dream of possible on
my drive down to Florida the year before! I must say this was not my doing, but it was God’s continued grace
and guidance throughout the year.
We, you, and I, are likely enduring some of those same feelings of uneasiness and anticipation as we face
what lies ahead. We are facing some unknowns. This retirement thing is new to me. I’m anticipating some
possibilities for what the future offers. I’m looking forward to that journey into the future. At the same time,
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I’m often uneasy about what the future holds. My life and ministry will not end, but for sure there will be some
changes. Some of the old, comfortable ways I’ve done things will change and how that happens does concern
me a bit.
You, as members of First Lutheran, are in pretty much the same boat. The old, familiar ways of doing
ministry will change as you welcome new pastoral leadership. It’s always challenging to adapt to new ways.
Still, one often finds such changes are not that overwhelming and can often be welcome. This change also
provides you, as a congregation, the opportunity to look at the ministry you would like to pursue as you move
into the future. To be sure, this can be challenging, exciting and even transforming. I pray, with God’s grace
and guidance, the time ahead will prove to be a blessing in the life of First Lutheran!
Thank you for the love and care you have shown our family over the years. Time and again you have
surrounded us with prayer and love and kindness. For this, I will always be grateful!
As I mentioned when I announced my resignation, I want to thank you for the opportunity to share in the
ministry of First Lutheran. It has been, at times, a joy. It has been, at times, challenging. It has been, at times,
heart-warming. It has been, at times, frustrating. Still, at all times, it has been a blessing! This is what the Holy
Spirit called us to do nearly 36 years ago,… to do ministry together! Thank you for your faithfulness in making
our ministry meaningful to so many people!
As First Lutheran moves into the future, may God continue to guide and bless, to encourage and equip
you as reshape and live out your ministry!

Pastor Mike

Dear First Lutheran Staff and Congregation,
Thank you so much for your donation to our summer lunch program. Last
summer we served over 43,000 breakfast & lunch meals. Your generosity will be
put to hard work this summer.
Gratefully,
Mickey
Thank you FLC & all who make the road to Jesus so much easier…
God bless ya’ll. God’s grace shines through you.
Reuille Family
© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757
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Member News
BABY SHOWER
Open house baby shower for Carly Shay & Isaac Black on Saturday, July 17th from 10:00 AM—Noon
in FLC Fellowship Hall. Please bring baby a book instead of a card. Registered at Target.

RETIREMENT PARTY
Pastor Michael Schendel is retiring and his last Sunday service will be July 18th. Please
join us as we help him celebrate his retirement and show our appreciation for his 36
years of service to First Lutheran and surrounding communities. There will be an open
house at the Stephen Community Center, Sunday, July 18th from 1pm – 3pm. Light
lunch will be served.
Please share your memory(ies) of Pastor Mike! We will be compiling them into a
keepsake book for him. You may email your memories to
PastorMikeMemories@mail.com along with any photos you may wish to share. (This
is NOT a gmail account)
PRAYER CONCERNS
Marcus Heras, Bryce Nelson, Jenny Johnson, Ed Heggen, Roy Ohman, Sandie Rud, Jim Brinkman,
Wally Vagle, Kay Kroulik, Brooklyn Poe, Jim Jarshaw, Pat Kroulik, Myra Opp, James Parker, Janet
Baum, Casey Kroulik, Shane Reuille, and for those deployed; Benjamin Hendricks, and for all those who
are in need but are not listed here.

THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE
Ben Hendricks, son of Brian & Jean Hendricks, Naval Base San Diego
Todd Jensen, son of David & Penny Jensen
John Johnson, son of Roger & Jane Smidt
William Kotts, brother of Garry Kotts
Luke Thompson, son-in-law of Garry & Sharon Kotts
Kelsey Schendel, niece of Pr. Mike
Please remember all our service men & women in prayer.
© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757
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DO YOU HAVE NEWS TO SHARE?
We are always looking for member news to share and hope to hear from you if you have some
exciting news you would like to share with other members. Maybe it is a new child-grandchildgreat grandchild, wedding, baptism, or birth in your family that you would like others to know
about. We would also like to hear from former members including those who grew up at FLC
and have transferred their membership to other churches.
EMAILS & CELL PHONE NUMBERS NEEDED
We are adding/updating email addresses and cell phone numbers to the church’s database.
Please send your contact information to firstl@wiktel.com. Many e-mails and phone numbers
have changed or need to be added since this was last done.

Church News
FACEBOOK LIVE AND IN-PERSON SERVICES
Greetings First Lutheran members!
It has been a while since our last congregational update. Our Smart Team (Marilee Marty, Connie Troska,
Sharon Kotts, Deanna Swendseid and Pastor Mike) recently met and discussed how to continue to bring First
Lutheran out of the pandemic. Please keep in mind that our plan is to continue to emerge slowly and at a pace
we feel will be at everyone's comfort level.
Effective immediately, based on guidance from the CDC, the State of Minnesota and the Synod, wearing a
mask will be left to your own personal discretion. If you choose to continue to wear a mask, please feel free to
do so. Additional masks will be available in the sanctuary for those who may need or want one.
For those who still feel uncomfortable with in–person worship or with “no-masking”, First Lutheran will
continue to host worship via Facebook Live.
The children’s sermon will return, with children gathering up front around Pastor.
We will maintain the practice of continuous Communion (no kneeling).
The offering plate will still be in the back of the sanctuary to ensure less touching of the plate.
Hand sanitizer will still be available throughout the church and fellowship hall.
Above all, please use your best judgement...if you are sick, stay home. Keep washing your hands and allow
a little extra space between you and others.
The Council, staff members and Pastor have been extremely grateful for everyone’s cooperation and
patience as we’ve navigated through the last year. If you have any questions or concerns, please direct them to
the Pat in the office 218.478.3895, or Deanna 218.478.4192. Email addresses are listed below, also.

Thank you.
Deanna
firstl@wiktel.com
dswendseid@yahoo.com
© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757
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DATES TO REMEMBER
7/07–- Church Council
7/17—Baby Shower for Carly & Isaac Black
7/18—Pastor Mike conducts his last worship service at FLC
7/18—Retirement Party for Pastor Mike
MARTHA/RUTH CIRCLE
Martha/Ruth Circle will meet in July for Bible Study. We will be meeting Wednesday, July 14,
2021, at 7:00 pm at Church. Our hostess is Nancy Gajeski. The Bible Study will be presented by
Jane Smidt based on scripture-related lessons from the former Andy Griffith television show.
Social distancing observed.
FIRST LUTHERAN NEW BIBLE PROGRAM
12 Minutes a Day.
That's the time it takes to read the ENTIRE Bible in one year.
It's a small daily habit that has ripple effects throughout the day, week, month, and year.
Carving out time for intentional Bible study brings focus, peace, and perspective to
our days.
12 Minutes of Bible study can change the entire tone of the day.
It's a time to PAUSE.
It's a time to REMEMBER what is really important.
It's a time to BUILD positive momentum for the day.
First Lutheran has invested in a program that breaks down the Bible into weekly
reading plans - different chapters or verses each day. This plan follows the Bible in
chronological order, so you won't be reading it from start to finish; but moving around as
events happened.
Each month of plans will be sent out in the monthly newsletter and there will also be
sheets located in the brochure rack just inside the East door for those that may not
receive the newsletter or would like an extra set for a friend. Join us as we read the
Bible together as a congregation/ community.
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BULLETIN SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE
You may have noticed that the Sunday Bulletin is sponsored occasionally in honor or memory
of family members. Past sponsorships have included honoring birthdays, deaths, weddings,
births, and more.
These sponsorships are $20. Contact the office if you would like to become a sponsor.
YOUTH PRINTER INK AND TONER RECYCLE PROGRAM
The program for printer ink and toner has been updated and changed. There are several of the
printer inks and toners that are no longer accepted. Brands of toner accepted include:
Brother, HP, Cannon and Lexmark. The ink jet brands accepted include: Canon, Epson, Hasler
Neo Post, Lexmark, and HP. We will no longer be recycling cell phones until further notice.
You can drop off the used cartridges at First Lutheran Church. Funds go to the youth group.

YOUTH CELLPHONE RECYCLE PROGRAM
We will again be recycling certain cell phones.
Smartphones, cell phones, iPads, tablets, Kindles, iPods, Apple Watches and MacBook,
regardless of age or condition will be accepted.
Please drop off your phones at the church, there is a cupboard in the front entry you can leave
them in. Proceeds will go to the FLC Youth.
If you have any questions, please call: First Lutheran Church or Michelle Weberg at 478-4543.

PATHWAYS BIBLE CAMP
BIBLE CAMP IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER!
Pathways Bible Camp offers programs for students in Kindergarten through Post Grade 12.
Camp Emmaus is located just outside of Menahga, MN and offers a unique environment where
God encounters people and renews them to live lives of love. First Lutheran is committed to
the Pathways experience. Please contact the church office for more information regarding
scholarships.
First Lutheran will pay half of the tuition for each participant who attends a Pathways Camp.
Bible Camp information will be mailed within the next two weeks to First Lutheran families. See
the link below for more information.
Pathways (pathwaysbiblecamps.org)
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LOOSE CHANGE
The Loose Change canister will be available by the East Door for the loose change offering each
month. July’s Loose Change offering goes to Violence Intervention Project. If you drop your loose
change offering in the Secretary office door slot, please mark for loose change.

SUMMER MOWING
The sign-up calendar is now on the white board in the back of the sanctuary. Please stop by
and choose your week or weeks to keep our church grounds tidy.
ALTAR COMMITTEE
Please remember we still need to be changing the paraments and filling the candles like usual. You
will need to set up communion, but it will stay up front and not back in the kitchen. Thank you.

DOOR FUND
A Door Fund has been set up to replace the arched doors and the side door in the front
entrance of the Church. These doors have been repaired several times and now with the
peeling taking place, need to be replaced. This is a major project as these doors need to be
custom made. Please consider donations or memorials to this fund.

FREENOTES HARMONY PARK
Based in Durango, Colorado, Freenotes Harmony Park makes outdoor musical instruments that
deliver superior sound quality. Grammy award-winning designer, Richard Cooke, created Freenotes to
ensure musical success for all players. For over 15 years, Freenotes instruments have provided
gratifying musical experiences in public and private spaces around the world, because each
instrument is designed for perpetually perfect pitch. A staple in playgrounds for encouraging creative
tactile play, Freenotes instruments are now highly sought for a wide variety of outdoor settings – from
the relaxed to the most sophisticated. As engaging pieces of interactive art, they encourage a full
sensory experience. Constructed for both flawless tune and durability, Freenotes instruments have
earned a respected heritage for their musicality and their longevity.
First Lutheran Church is interested in purchasing some of these outdoor instruments and installing
them on the south side of the church for the community and surrounding communities to use. The
Council will be voting on the project at an upcoming meeting. If you have any questions, please
feel free to reach out to a council member or Betsy Jensen.

https://freenotesharmonypark.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/FHP-Benefits-of-Playing-Music-5-2-17.pdf
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SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY

First Lutheran Church
Parental/Guardian Consent Form
This parental consent form is to both inform you and to request permission for your children’s video/photo/image and
personally identifiable information to be published on the congregation’s newsletter, bulletin, Facebook page, website, or
other social media outlets and publications.
As you are aware, there are potential dangers associated with the posting of personally identifiable information on a web site
since global access to the Internet does not allow us to control who may access such information. These dangers have
always existed; however, we as a congregation do want to celebrate your children and their work.
The law requires that we ask for your permission to use information about your child(ren). Pursuant to law, we will not
release any personally identifiable information without prior written consent from you as parent or guardian.
Personal identifiable information includes student names, video, photo or image, residential addresses, e-mail addresses,
and phone numbers. If you, as the parent or guardian, wish to rescind this agreement, you may do so at any time in writing
by sending a letter to First Lutheran Church, PO Box 72, Stephen, MN 56757 and such rescission will take effect upon
receipt.
Check one of the following choices:
I/We GRANT permission for this/these child(ren) to be video-taped/photographed and for their image and all other
personal identifiers listed above to be published on the congregation’s website, newsletter, bulletin, Facebook page,
or other social media outlets and publications.
I/We DO NOT GRANT permission for video/photos/images that include this/these child(ren) to be published on the
congregation’s website, newsletter, bulletin, Facebook page, or other social media outlets and publications.
Print name of Youth/Child(ren): __________________________________________________________
Print name of Parent/Guardian: __________________________________________________________
Signature of Parent/Guardian: ___________________________________________________________
Relationship to Youth/Child(ren): _________________________________________________________
Date: ______________________________________________________________________________
For more information/questions, please contact Connie Troska at ctroska@wiktel.com or 218-991-2576
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The Bencke Family in Japan
Dear friends and family,

May 2021: 87番

Here we are, closing out the month of May. Perhaps picnics and BBQs are on the agenda this
coming weekend for you! Happy Memorial Day, and may we remember the sacrificial love for our
country that untold thousands of men and women have blessed us with so that we might enjoy
the company of our loved ones freely.
Kumamoto entered the rainy season a full month early this year, with torrential rains
inundating our area over the last 10 days or so. Fortunately, it isn't very hot, yet, so the
humidity is not unbearable... yet!
Vaccinations for the public are just getting under way, with people age 80 and older now
eligible to make appointments and receive the injection. Japan is very far behind the rest of
the world in immunizing her people. Unfortunately, the "variants" have also hit various places in
Japan, including Kumamoto, so the infection rates continue to climb. This concerns our family
deeply, as Patrick is one of those with a condition that would mean complications are likely in the
event of a COVID infection. Our college has been in "remote learning" (online classes) since the
end of April.
Other big news in our family, Hannah got braces, and Emilie has finished her first year at St.
Olaf. Patrick's health remains stable, as does mine. We continue to do our best to be faithful
to God's call in our lives and to honor Him in our relationships and the activities we pursue.
Attached is the latest "News." If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please
indicate such in a reply to this message.
May your foray into summer be blessed with cool breezes, warm sunshine, and no mosquitoes.
Yours in Christ,
Jackie Bencke
Jacqueline Bencke
Director of Sacred Music
Kyushu Lutheran College
Kumamoto-shi Kita-ku
Kurokami 3-12-16
860-8520
Japan
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A new creation

Left top: tsunami
Left bottom: normal sea level

Pendants were made from broken
shards of pottery after the EQ/tsunami

March 11th, 2021 marked the 10th anniversary of the earthquake and tsunami that struck
northeastern Japan, resulting in catastrophic loss of life as well as the meltdown of the nuclear
power plant in Fukushima. The images of that black wall of water pushing into the small towns
defy anything I could have imagined on my own. In the days following that, people emerged
from the shelters, even as powerful aftershocks shook the ground beneath them. I’d like to
share the words of a fellow musicianary who was located in Tokyo at the time, as they seem to
capture the spirit so well:
“The world had changed. Like the old photographs I occasionally found scattered amongst the
debris, all the color was gone. Gray mud from the ocean floor coated everything, and gray dust
constantly blew through the air turning our white masks black. Even the sun remained hidden behind
the dull clouds, refusing to penetrate our colorless purgatory.
The world became flat. The wave robbed the land of anything vertical—buildings, electric poles,
trees—leaving nothing but the distant mountains. The empty concrete foundations and shapeless piles
of debris resembled some alien planet.” (from Aroma of Beauty: in the wake of the 2011 tsunami in

Japan)

In the days that followed, as thousands of people lived in gymnasiums or temporary
shelters, small groups of people formed and created communities. These communities started
© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757
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with a small purpose – cooking for one another, watching one another’s children, making art
out of the debris, and many of these small communities expanded into ministries that they
never would have imagined. Lives that had been lost were remembered together and grieved
together. Forging a path forward was done together, with newly formed friends accompanying
each other through the confusion, heartache, hopes, and even tiny joys as they began to
emerge. Creating something meaningful, or something beautiful, or out of brokenness is one of
the most important lessons of the gospel. Jesus’ central message reminds us over and over
again how we are created into something new through Him. As we find purpose, together. As
we grieve, together. As we pray, together. As we create, together. As we sing, together. As we
show up, together. To gather: together.
God has never meant for us to be alone. He created us to be in community, and I think
for most of us, that lesson was pounded into us over the past year. Now, as we emerge from
the shelters, and look at the debris, what will we find? Where will we find the opportunities to
create communities? Around what purposes – perhaps new purposes – will we gather and
fortify? What areas of our lives need some restoration?
We are in an interesting spiritual place as Christians. I read that we should not want to go
back to “the way things were.” I think it’s ok to want to return to mask-less outings and being
able to share a hymnal with your neighbor at worship. But it seems like there is a revival in the
consciousness of God’s people about what it means to be in a community gathered for worship.
New questions, new opportunities, new engagements – I don’t think it’s really possible to
return. May you be strengthened by the words of Isaiah 43:18-19 today:
18

“Remember not the former things,
nor consider the things of old.

19

Behold, I am doing a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.

Some of the prayers of our hearts…
Thank you, Lord, for the community of believers with whom we are able to bring our worship to you.
Allow us to strengthen and encourage one another in the spirit and truth of lives built upon faith in you.
Lord, we beckon you to be with our brothers and sisters in India and Nepal. Strengthen the leaders and
those in positions to help and give the needed rest to those who are suffering. For the lives that have
entered eternity, Lord, grant them peace in your care.
Lord, we rejoice those vaccinations are on their way. We recognize that the vaccinations are not the
answer to life’s biggest questions, and that our hope for eternal life lies only in you. We are thankful for
your mercy as we now look toward renewed joy in worshiping together.
© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757
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THRIVENT MEMBERS
Are you throwing away $500 a year?
Thrivent members have the opportunity, to use this money to help local or national causes.
Questions? Contact Ellen Anton or Staci Winge

Please check the Lay Readers Sign Up sheet and add your name if you are willing to serve in this
capacity.
Thank you to all the Lay Reader who have contributed their reading talents during the last
three months including:
Nona Carl
Jane Smidt
Kris Ann Pietruszewski

Patsy Heggen
Mike Douglas

If you haven’t been a Lay Reader in the past, find out what is involved by talking to Pastor Mike
or Pat. It is a great service opportunity that doesn’t take much time.

© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757
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Northwest Minnesota Synod News

Please join the SWO Board the 4th Monday of every month in 2021 for a Zoom Gather Bible Study.
Bring your Bible.
Zoom Meeting ID 830 8115 5921
Questions: email Marilyn Grandstrand at mgrand1000@ymail.com
Each week, we lift up rostered ministers, congregations, and
ministries.
The synod staff prays for them in their weekly staff meeting
and asks that you remember them in your own daily prayer.

Partners in Ministry
Peoples Church
Congregations
Sion Lutheran Church, Lancaster
Solway Lutheran Church, Shevlin
South Immanuel Lutheran Church, Pelican Rapids
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Crookston
St. Pauli Lutheran Church, Thief River Falls
St. Peters Evangelical Lutheran Church, New York Mills
Rostered Ministers/SAMs
Pr.
Pr.
Pr.
Pr.
Pr.
Pr.

Richard Kennedy (Mary) [retired]
Robert Kirchman (Bonnie)
Melody Kirkpatrick (Thomas) [retired]
Heather Klason
Christy Klemz (David)
Harold Knutson (Darline) [retired]

© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757
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SERVANT LISTS
USHERS & ACOLYTES
Date

Acolytes

Ushers

07/04

Carly Pagnac
Elizabeth Parker

Whitney Weisenberger & Matt Kroulik

07/11

Colin McGregor
Ty Winge

Garry & Sharon Kotts

07/18

Charlotte Rogus
Shianne Kostrzewski

Geoff & Deanna Swendseid

07/25

Darby Benitt
Jackson Kekke

Earl & Jan Anderson

ACOLYTES/USHERS:
Please note the dates that you are scheduled to acolyte/usher for Sunday Worship.
If you are not able to serve that Sunday, please find a substitute and notify the office, (4783895) of the change so that the bulletin can be printed with the correct names. We will NOT
need coffee servers in June. Thank You.

IMPORTANT DATES
JULY ANNIVERSARIES
07/08
07/16
07/21
07/26

Roger & Jane Smidt
Lon & Melissa Woinarowicz
Larry & Eileen Opp
Garry & Sharon Kotts

07/16
07/17
07/25
07/28

David & Penny Jensen
Earl & Jan Anderson
Mike & Cheri Douglas
Tom & Ann Woinarowicz

JULY BIRTHDAYS
07/02
07/02
07/03
07/05
07/06
07/08
07/09
07/09
07/10

Tamara Benitt
Linda Donarski
Nixon Pietruszewski
Abi McGlynn
Cayson Clausen
Alana McGlynn
Paige Pietruszewski
Kalen Szczepanski
Ethan Hendricks

07/10
Elizabeth Parker
07/21
07/11
David McGlynn
07/21
07/12
Kasen Benitt
07/21
07/12
Emmie McGlynn
07/25
07/15
Deb Curry
07/26
07/17
Joyce Nelson
07/26
07/17
Sawyer Sundby
07/26
07/18
Jan Bukowski
07/27
07/18
Peyton Mills
07/28
© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757

BJ Hendricks
Jon Hendricks
Kyle Pietruszewski
Lon Woinarowicz
Jenna Curry
Jared Woinarowicz
Matt Woinarowicz
Nina Platt
Dorothy Nybladh
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JUNE MEMORIALS
Inga & Torkel Koland
Jack & Izzy Koland
Lorna Jensen
John & Shawna Peterson
Ken & Pat Heggen
Earl & Jan Anderson
Lee & Jan Bukowski
Craig & Marlys Halfmann
Bruce & Cindy Field
Steve & Michelle Weberg
Roger & Georgie Nelson
Mike & Allison Peyton
Gale Frei & Fanny Schaeffer
Curtis & Lavonne Lundeen
Vernon Dagoberg
Richard & Priscilla Steinke
Ronald & Jane Jensen
Bruce & Debi Jensen
Roger & Yvonne Kazmierczak
LeRoy & Laurel Hougard
Gerald & Marilyn Kuznia
James & Agnes Schindele
Family & Friends
Karen Lukas & John Printz
Joyce, Tracy & Heidi Bergh
Mark & Beth Kroulik
Bernice Lindell
Connie & Rich Oksendahl
Jacquelyn Benson
Jeff & Jan Topp
Paulette Sikora
Kenneth & Lois Pagnac
Patricia Hoeper
Luther Johnson
Lea Field
Paul & Jess Rogus
Gayle & Pat Field
Dale & Lorna Hammerlund
Alvin & Becky Nybladh
Marilee Marty
Brian & Paige Halfmann
Nathan Johnson

Memorial Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Memorial Fund
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
Freenotes Harmony Park
St Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St.Petri Cemetery
St.Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St Petri Cemetery
Free Notes Harmony Park
St.Petri Cemetery
St Petri Cemetery
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Judy Rivard
Penny Jensen
Cliff & Jean Nyland
Jon, Beth & CJ Nyland
David & Julie (Nyland) Peterson
Michael & Cheri Douglas
Robert & Dianne Dammann
John & Shawna Peterson
Danny Gajeski
Michael & Cheri Douglas
John & Shawna Peterson
Penny Jensen
Al & Ellen Anton
Mark & Beth Kroulik
Roger & Yvonne Kazmierczak
Kenneth & Barbara Peterson
Aaron Bazey
Penny Jensen
Cliff & Jean Nyland
Michael & Cheri Douglas
Al & Ellen Anton
Wayne (Bucky) Halfmann
Penny Jensen
Ken & Pat Heggen
John Jensen & Betty Pikop
William Lindell
Victor & Linda Lease
Wally Johnson
Nathan Johnson
Verona (Johnson) Peterson
Nathan Johnson
Carl & Betty Johnson
Nathan Johnson
Mary Johnson
Nathan Johnson
Peter Sinclair
Nathan Johnson
Sherry Kapella
John & Shawna Peterson
Ralph & Audrey Swendseid
John& Peggy Carpenter
Penny Jensen

Door Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Memorial Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Memorial Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Freenotes Harmony Park
Door Fund
Memorial Fund
Memorial Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Memorial Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Memorial Fund
Memorial Fund
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
St. Petri Cemetery
Door Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes

June 2, 2021
Members Present: Krissy McMahon, Deanna Swendseid, Connie Troska, Gannon Nelson, Al Anton, Jessica
Rogus, Kelsey Anderson, Betsy Jensen
Also Present: Pastor Mike, Ellen Anton, Pat Heggen
Deanna called the meeting to order. Connie gave devotions.
Secretary’s Report: There was one change to report from last month. Pennie Korynta was printed as
present when it should have been Krissy McMahon. Kelsey made a motion to accept the May minutes with
the printed changes. Jessica seconded. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Monthly offerings for May totaled $10,336. Loose change for FLC Youth totaled
$141.08. Cash currently on hand sits at $28,996.27. The Thrivent Choice account is sitting at $64. All
bills have been paid. The front door fund remains at $23,000.77 and the Harmony Music Camp Fund at
$1890. There are also undesignated memorials in the savings fund. Gannon motioned to accept the
Treasurer’s Report as printed. Connie seconded. Motion carried.
Membership Changes: None to report at this time.
Committee Reports:
Deacons: Nothing to Report.
Trust Fund: There are a few students who received scholarships from the church who have yet to
fill out the application. Ellen will contact the students who still need to fill out the form.
Trustees: There is a window leak in the secretary’s office. Gannon is looking into repairing the leak.
Al will be doing more research into the best way to replace the worn sign in the church lot. The cost to
replace the frame with plastic posts would be approximately $800.
Parish Education: Kelsey has 15 kids signed up for Vacation Bible School this month from June
14th from 4:30 pm to 7:30 pm.
Stewardship Committee: Nothing to report.
Old Business: There are no current updates on the Freenotes Harmony Park.
Remember to check and empty your mailboxes.
Vanco is up and running along with the new First Lutheran Website. Both are working well thus far. The
fireproof file needs to be moved from the sanctuary back to the secretary’s office.
New Business: Connie discussed the need to have a waiver for parents to sign in case photos of children
in church are posted to social media. Connie passed around a couple of different waiver template options,
one of which was agreed upon after some minor modifications. Along with a short line or two regarding
this issue in each Sunday’s Service Bulletin, signs will be posted around the church as well to make
members more aware that they and their minor children may appear on social media or the worldwide
web. Connie made a motion to use the modified form. Jessica seconded. Motion carried. An
announcement about the forms will be given at the upcoming service on Sunday, June 6 th before the
forms will be handed out to families.
Kelsey motioned to adjourn the meeting. Krissy seconded. Motion carried.
The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 7th at 8:00 pm.
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Adam Kuznia
Church Council Secretary
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1
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2
3
55

5

3
4

4
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13

14

15

16
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1:00 PM--Baptism
of Paislee Johnson
7:00 PM—
Martha/ Ruth
Circle at Church

10:30 AMFuneral of Kathy
Freiderichs

9:00 AM –Worship
Service w/ Holy
Communion in-person &
live on Facebook

9:00 AM—Worship
Service w/baptism inperson & live on
Facebook

10 am-12:00
noon—Carly
Peterson
Black’s baby
shower

18
9:00 AM –Pastor Mike’s
last Worship Service w/
Holy Communion/ 1st
Communion in-person &
live on Facebook.
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20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

9:00 AM—Worship
Service in-person & live
on Facebook

* Loose change goes to
the Violence Intervention
Project.
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