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No doubt, all of us have heard the proverb, “Train up a child in the way they
should go, and when they are old, they will not depart from it.” (Proverbs
22:6). There, seems to be a lot of concern for the environment in which our
children are raised. We try to give them the best we can so they will have a
better chance of growing up with the opportunities necessary to live a fulfilling
life. I hear many laments from parents (including myself) about all the bad
influences which stalk our children. It’s frightening to think of all the things
which influence those young minds which are being shaped for life. We try to
use all those “teachable moments” as best we can to give our young people
some good foundations for life.
The other day, I had a moment to daydream. I was thinking of the
summers I enjoyed as a child. I thought of going to the lake. There were so
many fascinating things awaiting me on each visit. One thing which fascinated
me the most was a piece of driftwood which hung on the wall of my uncle’s parent’s lake home. This piece of
driftwood was in the shape of an overhand knot. Many times’ I wondered how a tree could take on such a shape.
Then, one day, I was told many years before during an extended dry spell some people would, without giving it
much of a thought, tie a sapling in a knot to mark the receding shoreline. Those “markings” had long been
forgotten until one day this “knot” washed up on the shore. One seemingly unimportant action long ago had
indeed left its mark for all of time.
While I fret and stew over all those bad influences which lie in wait to prey upon our children (even
though they are both older and stretching their wings a bit), as well as other children, I need also to be aware of
my actions. For often, it’s my actions’ – especially those done without thinking – which leave a lasting
impression upon a “bendable” mind. Without thinking, we train our children when we make cutting remarks
about other people, when we don’t make good on our promises, when we back out of commitments we’ve made
in order to accept an invitation which looks like it would be more fun, when we sleep in on Sunday rather than
getting up for worship, when we religiously avoid being involved in the work and activity of our church, and the
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list goes on and on. We DO train our children! Sadly, however, it’s often without thinking about what we ARE
teaching them. Then, one day, the fruit of our teaching washes up at our feet.
Perhaps it would be good for all of us – young and old – to post this proverb on our refrigerators and
other places where it would be seen frequently. In this way, it would remind us of the fact we are training up
young people even when we aren’t aware we are teaching. This is true whether one has children or not. This is
true whether one is still in school or well up in years. This is true even if many consider one to still be a child.
There are many who will look to us for an example as to how one should live. What is it we are teaching?
God bless you in your life and ministry!

Pastor Mike

Quilting Ladies of First Lutheran,
Thank you for the amazing quilt! I can’t wait to take it to college next year!!
Thanks,
Zach McGlynn
Dear First Lutheran Congregation & Quilting Ladies,
Thank you for the quilt. I will use it for years to come. Also thank you to the First Lutheran
Congregation for all the support you’ve given me throughout the years.
Sincerely,
Kole Szczepanski
First Lutheran Church,
Thank you for the Selma Fodstad scholarship. I will use it to further my education at NDSU for
AgEcon.
Thanks, Zach McGlynn
Dear FLC,
Thank you for the beautiful quilt on Senior Sunday. Next year I’ll be very cozy in my dorm.
Also, thank you for the Selma Fodstad scholarship. It’s very much appreciated.
Thank you, Holly
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Member News
PRAYER CONCERNS
LeRoy Hougard, Marcus Heras, Bryce Nelson, Jenny Johnson, Ed Heggen, Roy Ohman, Kay
Kroulik, Sandie Rud, Ron Donarski, Jim Brinkman, Wally Vagle, Mitchell Benson, Brooklyn Poe,
Emily Curry, Jim Jarshaw, Dana Anton, Pat Kroulik, Traci Chwialkowski, Barb Heggen Andre,
Marlys Kohlhase, Julian Bertils, Renee Riopelle, Chris Danzl, James Parker, Zachary Fincher,
Todd Nelson, Myra Opp, Virginia Field, Tom Dolan, Chad Korynta, Nancy Gajeski, Rona’
Anderson, Jodi Linnertz, and for all those who are in need but are not listed here.
THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE
Ben Hendricks, son of Brian & Jean Hendricks, Naval Base San Diego
Todd Jensen, son of David & Penny Jensen
John Johnson, son of Roger & Jane Smidt
William Kotts, brother of Garry Kotts
Luke Thompson, son-in-law of Garry & Sharon Kotts
Kelsey Schendel, niece of Pr. Mike
Please remember all our service men & women in prayer.
DO YOU HAVE NEWS TO SHARE?
We are always looking for member news to share and hope to hear from you if you have some
exciting news you would like to share with other members. Maybe it is a new child-grandchildgreat grandchild, wedding, baptism, or birth in your family that you would like others to know
about. We would also like to hear from former members including those who grew up at FLC
and have transferred their membership to other churches.
EMAILS & CELL PHONE NUMBERS NEEDED
We are adding/updating email addresses and cell phone numbers to the church’s database.
Please send your contact information to firstl@wiktel.com. Many e-mails and phone numbers
have changed or need to be added since this was last done.
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Church News
FACEBOOK LIVE AND IN-PERSON SERVICES
Greetings First Lutheran members!
It has been a while since our last congregational update. Our Smart Team (Marilee Marty, Connie
Troska, Sharon Kotts, Deanna Swendseid and Pastor Mike) recently met and discussed how to
continue to bring First Lutheran out of the pandemic. Please keep in mind that our plan is to continue
to emerge slowly and at a pace we feel will be at everyone's comfort level.
Effective immediately, based on guidance from the CDC, the State of Minnesota and the Synod,
wearing a mask will be left to your own personal discretion. If you choose to continue to wear a
mask, please feel free to do so. Additional masks will be available in the sanctuary for those who may
need or want one.
For those who still feel uncomfortable with in–person worship or with “no-masking”, First Lutheran
will continue to host worship via Facebook Live.
For now, the children’s sermon will continue as it has been, with children remaining seated in the
pews.
We will maintain the practice of continuous Communion (no kneeling).
The offering plate will still be in the back of the sanctuary to ensure less touching of the plate.
Hand sanitizer will still be available throughout the church and fellowship hall.
Above all, please use your best judgement...if you are sick, stay home. Keep washing your hands
and allow a little extra space between you and others.
The Council, staff members and Pastor have been extremely grateful for everyone’s cooperation
and patience as we’ve navigated through the last year. If you have any questions or concerns, please
direct them to the Pat in the office 218.478.3895, Pastor Mike 218.478.4472 or Deanna
218.478.4192. Email addresses are listed below, also.
Thank you.
Deanna
firstl@wiktel.com
prmike@wiktel.com
dswendseid@yahoo.com

DATES TO REMEMBER
6/02–- Church Council
6/12— Lorna Jensen funeral
6/14—16th- VBS
6/20-- Father’s Day
6/ 23--Martha/Ruth Circle
© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757
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MARTHA/RUTH CIRCLE
Martha/Ruth Circle will meet in June for Bible Study. We will be meeting Wednesday, June
23, 2021 at 7:00 pm at Church. Our hostess is Kris Ann Pietruszewski. The Bible Study will be
presented by Jane Smidt based on scripture-related lessons from the former Andy Griffith
television show. Social distancing observed.
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
Sunday, May 2, 2021, five young people affirmed their baptism at First Lutheran. Confirmands
were Thomas David McGlynn, son of David & Alana McGlynn; Zachary Kenneth McGlynn &
William Neil McGlynn, sons of Steve & Melanie McGlynn; Kole Michael Szczepanski, son of
Keith & Stacy Szczepanski; and Greta Jo Weberg, daughter of Steve & Michelle Weberg.

Greta, Thomas, Zachary, Pr. Mike, Kole, William
Photograph courtesy of S. Szczepansk
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FIRST COMMUNION
Sunday, May 16, 2021 was a special day in the lives of three young people when they received
their First Communion. Brynn Benitt, daughter of Trevor & Tamara Benitt; Lillian Douglas,
daughter of Daniel & Kelsi Douglas; and Ashton Setterholm, son of Reece & Jenny Setterholm.

Pr. Mike
Ashton, Brynn, Lillian
Photograph courtesy of T. Benitt
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SENIOR RECOGNITION
Sunday, May 23, 2021 we recognized our four SAC Seniors. They were presented with quilts,
especially made for them by the Quilting Ladies. Each Senior introduced themselves and told of their
future education or work plans. The four are: Holly Jensen, daughter of Brian & Betsy Jensen;
Zachary McGlynn, son of Steve & Melanie McGlynn; Kole Szczepanski, son of Keith & Stacy
Szczepanski; and Grace Thompson, daughter of Jenn Thompson and Nic Thompson.

Zach, Grace, Pr. Mike, Holly, Kole
Photo Courtesy M. McGlynn
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FIRST LUTHERAN NEW BIBLE PROGRAM
12 Minutes a Day.
That's the time it takes to read the ENTIRE Bible in one year.
It's a small daily habit that has ripple effects throughout the day, week, month, and year.
Carving out time for intentional Bible study brings focus, peace, and perspective to
our days.
12 Minutes of Bible study can change the entire tone of the day.
It's a time to PAUSE.
It's a time to REMEMBER what is really important.
It's a time to BUILD positive momentum for the day.
First Lutheran has invested in a program that breaks down the Bible into weekly
reading plans - different chapters or verses each day. This plan follows the Bible in
chronological order, so you won't be reading it from start to finish; but moving around as
events happened.
Each month of plans will be sent out in the monthly newsletter and there will also be
sheets located in the brochure rack just inside the East door for those that may not
receive the newsletter or would like an extra set for a friend. Join us as we read the
Bible together as a congregation/ community.

TAMARAC WORSHIP SERVICE
Pastor Mike will NOT conduct a Worship Service /w Holy Communion at the Tamarac this
month due to Covid-19 restrictions.
BULLETIN SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE
You may have noticed that the Sunday Bulletin is sponsored occasionally in honor or memory
of family members. Past sponsorships have included honoring birthdays, deaths, weddings,
births, and more.
These sponsorships are $20. Contact the office if you would like to become a sponsor.
YOUTH PRINTER INK AND TONER RECYCLE PROGRAM
The program for printer ink and toner has been updated and changed. There are several of the
printer inks and toners that are no longer accepted. Brands of toner accepted include:
Brother, HP, Cannon and Lexmark. The ink jet brands accepted include: Canon, Epson, Hasler
Neo Post, Lexmark, and HP. We will no longer be recycling cell phones until further notice.
You can drop off the used cartridges at First Lutheran Church. Funds go to the youth group.
© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757
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YOUTH CELLPHONE RECYCLE PROGRAM
We will again be recycling certain cell phones.
Smartphones, cell phones, iPads, tablets, Kindles, iPods, Apple Watches and MacBook,
regardless of age or condition will be accepted.
Please drop off your phones at the church, there is a cupboard in the front entry you can leave
them in. Proceeds will go to the FLC Youth.
If you have any questions, please call: First Lutheran Church or Michelle Weberg at 478-4543.

PATHWAYS BIBLE CAMP
BIBLE CAMP IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER!
Pathways Bible Camp offers programs for students in Kindergarten through Post Grade 12.
Camp Emmaus is located just outside of Menahga, MN and offers a unique environment where
God encounters people and renews them to live lives of love. First Lutheran is committed to
the Pathways experience. Please contact the church office for more information regarding
scholarships.
First Lutheran will pay half of the tuition for each participant who attends a Pathways Camp.
Bible Camp information will be mailed within the next two weeks to First Lutheran families. See
the link below for more information.
Pathways (pathwaysbiblecamps.org)

LOOSE CHANGE
The Loose Change canister will be available by the East Door for the loose change offering each
month. June’s Loose Change offering goes to Marshall County Social Services. If you drop your
loose change offering in the Secretary office door slot, please mark for loose change.

SUMMER MOWING
The sign-up calendar is now on the white board in the back of the sanctuary. Please stop by
and choose your week or weeks to keep our church grounds tidy.
DOOR FUND
A Door Fund has been set up to replace the arched doors and the side door in the front
entrance of the Church. These doors have been repaired several times and now with the
peeling taking place, need to be replaced. This is a major project as these doors need to be
custom made. Please consider donations or memorials to this fund.
© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757
9

The First Perspective

June 2021

ALTAR COMMITTEE
Please remember we still need to be changing the paraments and filling the candles like usual. You
will need to set up communion, but it will stay up front and not back in the kitchen. Thank you.

LOST & FOUND
There have been several children’s hooded sweatshirts found on the church property. They are
inside the front entry hanging on the hooks. If your child is missing a hooded sweatshirt, please check
the front entry of the church. The front door is locked during the day but the East door off the parking
lot is open.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
FLC’s Board of Education has scheduled Vacation Bible School for June 14th-16th, 2021 from 4:30
PM – 7:30 PM. Park River Bible Camp will be conducting Vacation Bible School at First Lutheran
Church for kids who were in Preschool thru Fifth (5th) grade this past year. Families can contact
Kelsey A. via text at (218) 686-2788 or our First Lutheran Bible School Facebook page to register.
Non-members are asked to pay the registration fee but if that is an issue, please contact Kelsey.
Everyone welcome!

FREENOTES HARMONY PARK
Based in Durango, Colorado, Freenotes Harmony Park makes outdoor musical instruments that
deliver superior sound quality. Grammy award-winning designer, Richard Cooke, created Freenotes to
ensure musical success for all players. For over 15 years, Freenotes instruments have provided
gratifying musical experiences in public and private spaces around the world, because each
instrument is designed for perpetually perfect pitch. A staple in playgrounds for encouraging creative
tactile play, Freenotes instruments are now highly sought for a wide variety of outdoor settings – from
the relaxed to the most sophisticated. As engaging pieces of interactive art, they encourage a full
sensory experience. Constructed for both flawless tune and durability, Freenotes instruments have
earned a respected heritage for their musicality and their longevity.
First Lutheran Church is interested in purchasing some of these outdoor instruments and installing
them on the south side of the church for the community and surrounding communities to use. The
Council will be voting on the project at an upcoming meeting. If you have any questions, please
feel free to reach out to a council member or Betsy Jensen.

https://freenotesharmonypark.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/FHP-Benefits-of-Playing-Music-5-2-17.pdf
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THRIVENT MEMBERS
Are you throwing away $500 a year?
Thrivent members have the opportunity, to use this money to help local or national causes.
Questions? Contact Ellen Anton or Staci Winge

Please check the Lay Readers Sign Up sheet and add your name if you are willing to serve in this
capacity.
Thank you to all the Lay Reader who have contributed their reading talents during the last
three months including:
Nona Carl
Jane Smidt
Kris Ann Pietruszewski

Patsy Heggen
Mike Douglas

If you haven’t been a Lay Reader in the past, find out what is involved by talking to Pastor Mike
or Pat. It is a great service opportunity that doesn’t take much time.
© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757
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Northwest Minnesota Synod News

+For Synod Assembly this weekend, that we follow God's call to live Wholly Devoted
+For thanksgiving for congregations in the final stages in the call process
+For thanksgiving for congregations journeying together in the Area Strategies
+For thanksgiving for the First Call rostered leaders who are assigned to our Synod
+For those who are ill who are seeking diagnosis and treatment plans
+For those who are grieving
+For all who have been impacted by COVID-19, those who are fighting the virus those who are grieving loved ones
who died
+We give thanks for new life
+For health care workers, first responders and their families
+For the vulnerable and those on the margins
+For those who fear eviction and job loss
+For those who live in fear because of the color of their skin
+For the NWMN Synod's Commission on Racial Equity and Justice, that the work they do together be faithful to loving
all of our neighbors
+For the NWMN Synod's LGBTQ+ Accompaniment Team, that the work they do together be faithful to loving all of our
neighbors
+For those who are impacted by storms

Each week, we lift up rostered ministers, congregations, and ministries.
The synod staff prays for them in their weekly staff meeting and asks that you remember them in your own daily prayer.

Congregations
Our Savior's Lutheran Church, McIntosh
Our Saviors Ten Mile Lake Lutheran Church, Dalton
Our Saviour's Lutheran Church, Sebeka
Park Lutheran Church, Hawley
Peace Lutheran Church, Barrett
Peach Lutheran Church, Ashby

© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757
12

The First Perspective

June 2021

SERVANT LISTS
USHERS & ACOLYTES
Date

Acolytes

Ushers

06/06

Anders Thompson
Elizabeth Parker

Steve & Michelle Weberg

06/13

Carly Pagnac
Charlotte Rogus

Lon & Melissa Woinarowicz

06/20

Ty Winge
Nick Winge

Mark & Beth Kroulik

06/27

Shay Setterholm
Abbie McMahon

Jeff & Jami Nelson

ACOLYTES/USHERS:
Please note the dates that you are scheduled to acolyte/usher for Sunday Worship.
If you are not able to serve that Sunday, please find a substitute and notify the office, (4783895) of the change so that the bulletin can be printed with the correct names. We will NOT
need coffee servers in June. Thank You.

IMPORTANT DATES
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
06/11
06/16
06/17
06/19
06/20
06/28
06/30

Robert & Dianne Dammann
Tyson & Tara Jarshaw
Cliff Jr. & Jean Nyland
Al & Ellen Anton
Charles & Kathy Labine
Dick & Norma Hvidsten
Jeff & Jami Nelson

06/11
06/16
06/17
06/20
06/21
06/28

Larry & Karen Nybladh
Tim & Jody Paulson
Keith & Stacy Szczepanski
Mike & Karen Schendel
Matthew & Kayla Benson
Tim & Darlene Bates

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
06/02
06/03
06/04
06/05
06/05
06/06
06/06
06/07
06/08
06/08
06/09

Travis Benson
Debra Benson
Madalynn Weberg
Betty Pikop
Davis Mills
Connor Jensen
Travis Weiland
Jewels Efta
Mercedes Efta
Angela Mills
Luther Johnson

06/10
06/13
06/13
06/13
06/14
06/14
06/15
06/16
06/17
06/18

Madison Woinarowicz
Leatrice Field
Laura Pikop
Ralph Swendseid
Keith Szczepanski
Shane Reuille
Darlene Bates
Yvonne Kazmierczak
Haakon Sveen
Karen Nybladh

06/18
06/20
06/20
06/25
06/25
06/26
06/27
06/29
06/29
06/29

Jon Nyland
Lexie Efta
Adam Kuznia
Melanie McGlynn
Ethel Thorlacius
Cheri Douglas
Brynlee Benson
Jace McMahon
Kory McMahon
Liam McMahon
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MAY MEMORIALS
Alice Knutson
Michael & Cheri Douglas

Memorial Fund

Bonita Hanson
Steve & Melanie McGlynn Memorial Fund
Vi Halfmann
Steve & Michelle Weberg
Tim & Darlene Bates
Penny Jensen
Family & Friends
Brian & Jean Hendricks

Door Fund
Memorial Fund
Door Fund
Door Fund
Freenotes Harmony Park

A LITTLE HUMOR FOR YOU
An atheist is lost deep in the woods. As he stumbles around in the gathering darkness, he hears
some rustling up ahead. He crawls quietly behind a bush and peers through the branches. There in a
clearing he sees Bigfoot.
He can’t believe what he’s seeing and says to himself, “God, I wish there was some way I could
record this.”
He feels a tap on his shoulder, and there’s God standing behind him with a video camera. “I
thought you didn’t believe in me,” God says as he hands the atheist the camera.
The man nods his head. “Up until now, I didn’t believe in Bigfoot either.”

Pete was quietly praying alone in church when he suddenly heard a voice.
“Pete,” the voice said. “This is God. You’ve lived a long and spiritual life. I’ve decided to give you
a gift for your faithfulness. What would you like?”
Pete thought for a minute and said, “I’d like to have all the money in the world piled up high in my
backyard.”
“That seems kind of greedy coming from someone like you,” God told him.
“You’re right,” said Pete. “It is greedy and that’s not like me. How about this? I’ve been married
for fifty years and I’ve never been able to understand my wife. For my gift, I’d like to understand her
just once.”
God replied, “Are tens and twenties’ okay?”

© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes

May 5, 2021
Members Present: Deanna Swendseid, Jessica Rogus, Connie Troska, Al Anton, Melanie McGlynn, Betsy
Jensen, Krissy McMahon
Also present: Pastor Mike, Ellen Anton, Pat Heggen
Deanna called the meeting to order. Jessica gave devotions.
Secretary’s Report: No changes to report. Connie motioned to accept the minutes as printed. Melanie
seconded. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Monthly offerings for April totaled $13,346. Loose change fund has $152.77 which
will be sent to St. Josephs Summer Lunch Program. The new front door fund is at $23,000.77 and the
Harmony Music Park fund is up to $1,890. All bills are current and have been paid. Cash on hand is
currently $28,598.10. There are also undesignated memorials in the savings fund. Betsy motioned to
accept the treasurer’s report. Jessica seconded. Motion carried.
Membership Changes: None to report.
Committee Reports:
Deacons: Nothing to report.
Trustees: Al is going to work on locating a contractor to replace the weathered signposts and
frame in the church yard. While in the process, he will also gather estimates for the cost of replacing. We
will further discuss the topic next at the next meeting.
Parish Education: Vacation Bible School will be held from June 14th through June 16th from 4:30
pm to 7:30 pm. Park River Bible Camp will lead the camp. Kelsey will be posting any information
pertaining to VBS on Facebook.
Trust Fund: Nothing to report.
Stewardship Committee: Nothing to report.
Old Business: Betsy and Connie showed pictures of an instrument from Freenotes Harmony Park that is
currently installed in Hallock, MN to give the council a real-world example.
A stipend of $50 will be offered to the videographer and $25 to the Clavinova player, both each on a
per-service basis. Melanie made a motion to approve the stipend. Betsy seconded. Motion carried.
Connie explained the different methods for logging into and using the Vanco donation application, for
which we signed up last month. Currently, the best option is going directly through the website using a
computer because the mobile application is not yet fully functional. She also gave a short walkthrough of
the new First Lutheran website she has been working on this spring, which also provides a link to the
Vanco account where members can donate either a church offering or to a specific cause of their choice.
The website does need a few finishing touches but will go live by the end of the first week of May.
The new copier/printer is scheduled to arrive the morning of May 7th. The company providing the new
machine will train anybody who is interested how to properly operate it.
New Business: Nothing to report.
Al made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Jessica seconded. Motion carried.
The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 2nd at 8 pm.
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Adam Kuznia
Church Council Secretary
© First Lutheran Church, Stephen MN 56757
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1
June is Men’s Health
Awareness Month

*Loose change

Thursday

2
8:00 PM—
111
Church council
11 3 3

22

Friday

3
222222222 2
2
2

Saturday

4
3
55

5
Baptism of
4
Weston
Richard
Remick

5

6
9:00 AM –Worship Service
w/ Holy Communion
in-person & live on
Facebook

7

8

9

10

11

12
10:30 AMLorna
Jensen
funeral

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

24

25

26

9:00 AM—Worship
Service in-person & live
on Facebook

20
9:00 AM –Worship Service
w/ Holy Communion inperson & live on
Facebook
Happy Father’s Day!
Summer Begins!
27
9:00 AM—Worship
Service in-person & live
on Facebook

4:30 -7:30 PMVBS

4:30 - 7:30 PMVBS

21

22

4:30 -7:30 PMVBS

23
7:00 PM—
Martha/ Ruth
Circle at Church

28

29

30

* Loose change goes to
Marshall County Social
Services.
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At the lake?
Don’t forget to mail in your pledge for the
weekly Worship services you missed.
Ministers to our Parish:
The Reverend Michael L. Schendel
218-478-3895 (church)
218-478-4472 (cell)
Patsy Heggen– Parish Secretary
218-478-3895 (church)
All the Members of First Lutheran Church
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